	October 1, 2017

	
	

	Liturgical Sunday
	Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost

	Liturgical Color
	Green

	Hymns
	Seek Ye First (405)
Trust And Obey (467)

	Call to Worship
	Call: As people of Christ,
Response: We seek to be of the same mind as Christ.
Call: As people of Christ,
Response: We seek to have the same love as Christ.
Call: As people of Christ,
Response: We seek to do nothing out of selfish ambition or conceit.
Call: As people of Christ,
Response: We seek to look to the interests of others.
Call: As people of Christ,
Response: We come together this morning to proclaim Jesus Christ is Lord! Let us worship joyfully! 

	Prayer of Confession
	O Great God, we bring ourselves before you, just as we are – broken, sinful, weak. We confess that we are fickle people – saying one thing and doing another. Forgive us, for we have sinned. We say that we want to follow you, but we turn around and walk the other way. We say that we love you and yet we do not love our brothers and sisters. But, you are gracious, compassionate and slow to anger. For this we humbly thank you. We know that you are here, ready to hear our prayer of confession and to help us to turn from our sinfulness. Again and again you forgive. Thank you for not treating us as our sins deserve. For your love and forgiveness, we worship you now.

	Lections
	Exodus 17.1-7
The Message
Directed by God, the whole company of Israel moved on by stages from the Wilderness of Sin. They set camp at Rephidim. And there wasn’t a drop of water for the people to drink. The people took Moses to task: “Give us water to drink.” But Moses said, “Why pester me? Why are you testing God?” But the people were thirsty for water there. They complained to Moses, “Why did you take us from Egypt and drag us out here with our children and animals to die of thirst?” Moses cried out in prayer to God, “What can I do with these people? Any minute now they’ll kill me!” God said to Moses, “Go on out ahead of the people, taking with you some of the elders of Israel. Take the staff you used to strike the Nile. And go. I’m going to be present before you there on the rock at Horeb. You are to strike the rock. Water will gush out of it and the people will drink.” Moses did what he said, with the elders of Israel right there watching. He named the place Massah (Testing-Place) and Meribah (Quarreling) because of the quarreling of the Israelites and because of their testing of God when they said, “Is God here with us, or not?”
Philippians 2.1-13
The Message
If you’ve gotten anything at all out of following Christ, if his love has made any difference in your life, if being in a community of the Spirit means anything to you, if you have a heart, if you care – then do me a favor: Agree with each other, love each other, be deep-spirited friends. Don’t push your way to the front; don’t sweet-talk your way to the top. Put yourself aside, and help others get ahead. Don’t be obsessed with getting your own advantage. Forget yourselves long enough to lend a helping hand. Think of yourselves the way Christ Jesus thought of himself. He had equal status with God but didn’t think so much of himself that he had to cling to the advantages of that status no matter what. Not at all. When the time came, he set aside the privileges of deity and took on the status of a slave, became human! Having become human, he stayed human. It was an incredibly humbling process. He didn’t claim special privileges. Instead, he lived a selfless, obedient life and then died a selfless, obedient death – and the worst kind of death at that – a crucifixion. Because of that obedience, God lifted him high and honored him far beyond anyone or anything, ever, so that all created beings in heaven and on earth – even those long ago dead and buried – will bow in worship before this Jesus Christ, and call out in praise that he is the Master of all, to the glorious honor of God the Father. What I’m getting at, friends, is that you should simply keep on doing what you’ve done from the beginning. When I was living among you, you lived in responsive obedience. Now that I’m separated from you, keep it up. Better yet, redouble your efforts. Be energetic in your life of salvation, reverent and sensitive before God. That energy is God’s energy, an energy deep within you, God himself willing and working at what will give him the most pleasure.

	Lection (Homily)
	Matthew 21.23-32
The Message
Then he was back in the Temple, teaching. The high priests and leaders of the people came up and demanded, “Show us your credentials. Who authorized you to teach here?” Jesus responded, “First let me ask you a question. You answer my question and I’ll answer yours. About the baptism of John – who authorized it: heaven or humans?” They were on the spot and knew it. They pulled back into a huddle and whispered, “If we say ‘heaven,’ he’ll ask us why we didn’t believe him; if we say ‘humans,’ we’re up against it with the people because they all hold John up as a prophet.” They decided to concede that round to Jesus. “We don’t know,” they answered. Jesus said, “Then neither will I answer your question. Tell me what you think of this story: A man had two sons. He went up to the first and said, ‘Son, go out for the day and work in the vineyard.’ The son answered, ‘I don’t want to.’ Later on he thought better of it and went. The father gave the same command to the second son. He answered, ‘Sure, glad to.’ But he never went. Which of the two sons did what the father asked?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said, “Yes, and I tell you that crooks and hookers are going to precede you into God’s kingdom. John came to you showing you the right road. You turned up your noses at him, but the crooks and hookers believed him. Even when you saw their changed lives, you didn’t care enough to change and believe him.

	Homily
	MAYA Jesus
People are curious about things that are new, but they are afraid of anything that is too new 

	Liturgy: Eucharist
	Minister: The Lord be with you.
Response: And also with you.
Minister: Lift up your hearts.
Response: We lift them up to the Lord.
Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Response: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Minister: Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, you made us in your image, to love and be loved. When we turned away and our love failed, your love remained steadfast. By the suffering, death, and resurrection of your only Son Jesus Christ you delivered us from slavery to sin and death and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.
Consecration of the Elements
Minister: On the night in which he gave himself for us, Jesus took the bread, he blessed it, broke it, and shared it with his disciples. He said, "This is my body that is broken for you; and as often as you eat this, eat it in remembrance of me." Likewise, after the supper, he took the cup, blessed it, and shared it with his disciples. He said, "Drink from this, all of you; for this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. As often as you drink this, drink it in remembrance of me."
Minister: And so, in remembrance of these mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Response: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
Minister: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and cup. Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever.
Response: Amen.


